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PRESIDENT'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Ve are living in a changing world, tremendous technical advances,
great increase in knowledge ~ but also an upsurge of violence,
defiance of the Law.

Thare is no need to stress that we live in a2 world of rapid changes. Some of these we judgs
to be good and some we regard as bad. The New Testament parable of wheat and weeds growing
togsther certainly applies today. So, in this uncertainty and confusion, where can be look
for d4ome stability? The ags old values which are borne home to us at Christmas time, are:as
valid s ever, "PEACE AND GOOD WILL". Look around you and you will find inspiration in:
the number of people you know and meet who are doing this work willingly and well, with :
chearful -toleration of others. I have recently bgen, hospitalized and for me it was heart-
uarn{no to see the Hospital Staff doing this work with happy dedication. Recently  hundreds
of millions of people reached out together with their minds and their hearts to the Apollo 11
~nd 12 Astronauts in their great adventure. This wonderful exercise in Goodwill surely must
uround our Hope for Mankind. A Happy Christmas and Peace and Goodwill all the year round.’

F. Phillips,
President, UFOIC. Sydney. .

MNew thet the Apollo 12 mission has :been brought to a successful conclusion, mankind has entered
thiwouph the doorway to space exploration and the close of this century should see regular
travel between Earth and Moon. There are tremendous problems still to be solved and may wn
hope that ALL nations will be invited to participate in this great adventure which will ult-
imately influence the lives of everyone on Earth, :

Ed.

THE __MOON

Dr. Don Herbison~Evans

Uthy is so much money being spent on going into space and to the moon? Is it just to obtain
ecisntific knowledge about the nature, structure and history of the moon? I think at the
moment this may be so, but as our knowledge increases from these first stumbling steps,
“ sciencs will work towards the attainment of two more important goals: firstly, the eventual
" expansion of mankind into the Universe at large, secondly, to satisfy a craving to understend

~ we and our solar systam and galaxy came into being. The moon offers many puzzles. Did
it originate separately or was it torn from the earth? Are its craters due to meteorite
impacts or volcanic activity? Is there LIFE there? A preliminary chemical analysis of the
moon rocks brought back on Apollo 11 has shown a nunber of differences fror. terrestrial rocks,
Fut thsy are sufficiently similar to terrestrial rocks to still }eave unanswered the question
o whether the moon is a piece of the Earth or not. No organic matter has been found in and
on thb moon rocks. The radioactivity content of the rocks shows that they were last propsrly
moltaf 3.1 eons ago (1 eon = 1000 million years). The surface of some of the rocks shous ;
vVOry thn glazing, as though a blow-torch had been wafted over them and this has been in*~-:
poo*~A ~3 due to a very large flare having occurred on the sun about 100,000 years ago; a f

" Yarge enough to reach out to our orbit. The analysis of the orbits of the various °‘

things we have sent around the moon shows that a number of dense heavy bodies lie near the
lunar. surface, under the maria (or seas as the old Italian astronomers named them). Thessy
havo been called "Mascons” (massive concentration of material) which are interpreted as show~
ing that the moon has never been completely molten, for if it had, these dense materials :
wnauld. have sunk to the centre of the moon. The popular saying is '"and .so science creeps
<ully on", never letting its imagination go beyond the possible answers to the next experiment.
I think that this attitude of science is right. The answers to the fundamental questions,
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towards which it is working, are too important to us to bs based on ambiguous evidonce.

Every inch of the way must be examined for misinterpretation, for eccidental obssrvatiaons jus
cannot give evidence of the quality required. Meticulous study of all espects of tho meon~
shot assured its succsss and proved that "random guesswork" will never achieve a plac2 in ths

scientific world. o oy

,NAsx RELEASES REPDRT'UN moon AL T
- TV '

- The National Asronautics and Spece Adminxetration in 1968 Falessed’ 8 vory compraehensivo renor
ent;tled "Chronologicel Catalog of Reported Lunar. Events’ (NASA Technical Report NASA TR R227
containing 579 cases in which strange oceurrences were noted to have taken place on the moon.
Compiled by world renowned: -astronomers from Americe and Northern Irelend, 'it mzy be or ue"ed
from Clearinghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical Information, 5285 Port Rovsl mnad,
Sprfngfield. VA 2215, at’ the cost of $3 (us). A brief extract ftcm the ‘réport givos mulbipl
sightings of light fleshes, cqloured glows and spots, extremes silve ~y "flows" and:in some
caseg obscuration of..the moon' 8 lendscape in Mare Crisium, Shroetor'a Valley, Gagsendi,
.Alphpneus and Tycho to mention just a few. Information from other scurces (Challsnas Scpt.6¢
discloses that on October 29, 1963, two clusters of bright rad lights were okssrved north of
the creter Herodotus, but by November 27, they had disappearsd from thare and were rs-assomble
in anp oval formation along the southern rim of the crater Aristarchus Also in June, 1%%5
en agtronomer alerted observatories in California and Arizora to a veryvbright beam of licht
strepming out of Aristarchus, which was well over the dark part of tha moon and by July and
Augugt was still being observed. From the year 1930 to 1960, over 207 comes had bean sesn
on the lunar surface. The crew of Apollo 10 on their return from orbit, reported red
glimmers of light in the mountains of Plato, Archimedes, "Eratosthers end several other cretere
Or. §. Kiupers, attached to the offices of NASA, shares: their hypothee'e of vclcanic activity:
espegially in the sub-soil. With the success of Apglla 11 and 12 missions in bringing back
lunar rock samples, intense interest will. be: centred -an tha analysie of materials and the
clueb they may provide-as to the origin of our natural satellite. Perhaps the moon:is not .
as "dead" as scientists would have us believe end meybe more-than volcenic ect1u1ty is taking

placq there!

cosmquUTs _ASTRONAUTS AND aocevs gii190; a8 Wt gat g L

In Jqu, 1960 - 12.. setellites - 11 U.S. and 1 Russien checked by trucklng ceax. # A3 shcwed!
tho wes the unknown one? January 10, 1961 - at a teet firing of a Polarls MIssire - yhile
stlll cllmbing was joined by a:larger object so clese .that “tha ‘automatic” radan tracking 9287
"loc§ed on"” to the object and it took 14 minutes to, get thE rader off tha UFD.end'béack oris
the missile. February 17, 1961. - ‘Blast off for: Ruesian lavith’ oF .man -and woman into spece.
For geven, days until February 24th, their conversations were recordad by tracking stations

at Bechum, Uppsela, Turin’ and ‘Mendon. Something went wrong and thsy wors uncble to return
to eapth. - On February 24th each announced their physical condition to be good, but 17 ;hts
had failed, air supply almost gone. The womanfs voice cut in "I'l1 tzke it and hsld. it
tight with my right hand. Look out of the peechole. I have itl" ““A secend or two latsr

the men said "There is somethzng. If we do not get out the world" wlll never know about
this." That was the last heard from the doomed;pair.'r ‘April 3031562 - Ma jor Joe Walker

was testing the high altitude X15 'in excess of 000 mph Qnd .on:his return to base the film
taken:with the rear v1em camera was. developbdf,& I%: révealed. that the plane was followea by

S disc-cylinder objects in echelon fonmetidn. Official government announcement '"ice flakes'!
July 17, 1962 -. Major White was paced off the left. wing tip by what he descrihbed as "like a
grey-white sheet of paper" at 2000 mph. May, 1963 - Op; his. f'inal orbit Major Gordon Cooper
radicoed tou Muchia in Australia, "I am being approached by a greenish object moving east to
west{ This was contrary to the orbit of man-made satellites. It was ssen and recordad
also by tracking gear at Perth, AustraLie ~and -also by hundreds of technicians and nesucman.
April B8, 1964 - On the first lsunching of a Gemini~ spacecpeft carrying performance devices,

it was joined on its first orbit by 4 UFOs - 2 up: front and 2 bshind. One orbit and thsy
then yanished. 1967 - .Gamini 7 - Frank Borman and’ James Lovell on sscond orbit reported
sesing a bogey: QSpece term for UFO)-. ‘November . 14,1969 -~ Charles Conrad, Apollo 12 spotted a
brighf UFO from the canirs hetch window., - On Sunday 16th the object wes still with them

170, 0D0 miles deep’ 1ﬁ gpace. "Houston controllers theorized that it was a spent stags of
Saturn V rocket.- (SEQ) which they had discarded after launch. However, thas charts showed
that the object was approaching a different star to one the discarded rocket would be apprcach-
ing end that the: 884 ehould hava been about 2,500 neutical miles from Apollo 12 at that stagn, -

WORtD . SCENE

TUNIS[A. _UFQ BIG. BANG'.? o

on 7th July, 1969 the Shlelde Eazette published a news item referring to the appearenca of

two UFDs over Tunisia on the night ‘of ‘the 6th. At B8.54 p.m. on that date the first UFO
appeared in the clear sky ' ea a blue Spherlcal ring about the size of ths moon and heading .
north,: two or three minutes west oft the Pole star. It disappeared about ten minutes latsr.
Then at B8.55 p.m. over Nth. Tunisia ‘another ob ject eppeared with the brightness and magnituds
of the morning star at. 10 desgreee east of the Pole star. Suddenly it explodsd, iilumina*ino
the whole sky and having all the characteristics of an atomic explesicn. Tunis redio wanc

straight to air with sa: full report of the incident and officiel investigaticn is being snoight.
. (Ref. Bridosnort Nowa 11.7.52)
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ENGLAND.  SHIPPING ALERTED IN NORTH SEA

The Yorkshire Post on 10th Mey, 1969, carrled a report of UF0s, flying along the Kant Ceact,

A lorry: driver told police. that hs. was about two miles. from Herne Bay when he saw four ovel
shaped objects - one large and orange in colour and the othar three smaller. Saarchlights’
from ‘the smaller ones were shining on the large one as they moved tomards Dover. Earlior

v

fire somswhere in the area. But ths brilliant lights seen meta Sﬂld.by official sourc"s,
"believed to have. come from.a satsllite which burned itself out ovar tha sea. kig

BRAZIL, MAN _PARALYSED.

On 12th March, 1969 at 4.45 p.m. Angelo Reandi, businessman of Uila Castelo Branco ‘claimad
while. driving on Hortolandia Road in the area where many sightings ‘have been made in pret
months, he observed a strange object. It was vivid yellow, then went through repid c-zious
changes to green, blue, lilac and finally to green again. He was not afrcid and slowed hig
car gs the light came towards him. Drawing nearer, it became dull and his eyssight wcso
affected. At this point he decided to speed up but the engine of h18 car continued to slow
until it stopped altogether. ™ = After that he felt paralysed, but aware of everything arcund

him yntil ths object left. .. Trore st T (Raf APRO June, 1969)

U.S.A. _ ILLINOIS SR

Dr. J. Allen Hynek is investlgatlng a UFO 31ghting by -two 18 year old boys and three othe:
witnasses on May 12th, 1969 in the Palatine-Lake Zurich areas. At 10.25 p.m. the boys,

Greg Lucht and Alan Prouty were driving north on Highway 53 when they first sighted the object.
"It looked 1like a light on top of a radio tower and we though the flash thzt was emitted czne
from @ bird being electrocuted on the wires'", Greg reported. But, ‘on driving past a clump

of trees, the UFD came into full view as saucer-shaped (like a World War 1 English helmct)
with a concave indentation in the centre of the underside with a large light in it. Tha
light went on and off a number of times emitting a brilliant beam, while smaller red and whits
lights, which were located three quarters of the way around the rim of ths UF0, blinked on

and qf 7. The object disappeared when the boys were about two blocks away from the homa ~7
ona df them, but it came into view about ten minutes later. They wont onto ths houss £c? f
for g better view, then ducked to like flat as the object went directly overhsad. By t!

time, the parents and two other people were watching the "thing" end reported that it m- dn an
unusyal humming noise that would rise and fall in pitch in a regular pattezn. A neighbeour's
dog Harked frantically when the UFD appeared over the home. The unusuel, bright lichls cn

the deect also attracted the attention of Mr. Morton Konlon near Lake Zurich. He first sauw
the gbject between 9 and 10 p.m. with two other men. They watched it as it flaw around
emit¥ing flashes of brilliant light at about 8 seconds interval. Tha light cams strelzt"h

down and ‘flashed brightly like a giant flash bulb going on and off and it lit up a lacce erea

on the ground.  Mr. Konlon who flies a small aircraft himself said, "thoy ware nco larding .

lights from an aircraft and I can't tell you the shape of the object because when tho lienh's
1] 3 11 5

went off I couldn't see a thing. (Ref: Skylook Mo.US)

uro SYMPDSIUM IN THE ARGENTINE June 21st and 22nd, 1969.

Some meeks ago .various UFO organlsations in the Sth. American Republic of Argnntina held a
Sympqsium in the Auditorium of National Radio Station LRAS, Rosario. The orgcniser, Sourp
Cuillermo Aldunati of the leading UFD organisation AOA is wellknown to UFOIC through co~res-.
pondance over a number of years and is recognised as a very keen and sericus rasearchsy.
More than a dozen secieties participated and representatives from practically every one of
them gave a talk during the two day sitting. Significant subjects discussed emong nthecrs
were sightings in Bolivia and Peru, Saucer Neste, Life in Outer Space and Inhebitsd Wlcrlds,
also . UF0s in Biblical times. Dissection of various sightings such as the cases of Villa
Constitutlon, Trancas Sighting, Pereyra Sighting and others of importence engrossed an attcnt-
ive gudience.. At the conclusion of the conference, the following resolutions were adop®ed:
1. Existence of UFQ0s is certain. 2. We are not alone in the Universs, intelligent lifo e:ists
©in oyr galaxy and others throughout the Universe. 3. On various occasions astronauts saw,
filmqd and photographed UF0s during their flights. 4. Other civilisations are more advanqed»
thaniour own in technical, social and spiritual ways. 5. Some of those civilisations wish to
stop e destruction of our c1v1llsation by us, as one can consider their aims to be poacaful.’
6. Ig seems - that towards the middle of each year there are more sightings noticeabls thcn at
other times in South America. 7. It seems very unfortunate that the racent Condon Rorert chd
invegtigation did not bring the solution of UFO-Problem any closer. Various scienticts in
many .countries did, .in their own way, much more in this respect. 8. Any person obearving
UFO0s should adhere in his or her observations and reports to a standard procedurse, tis pu*u1nr
of sams to be . made widely known. Any information to this effect will be willingly giv~n by
the various societies and their members, to anyone interested. It seems quite certeain thnt
this convention wes an unqualified success and Senor Aldunati is to b® cengratulated {ox
arranging suth an interesting and worthwhile gathering. Perhdps Australia and other couni~is
throughout the world could convene similar meetings in the near future to the mutu.l advrnicg~
of all participants. T
(Information tranalated from the Spanlsh origlnal by w. €. Mmoser, J.P, Gon. Sec. L7{7"0 S
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E AUSTRALIAN SCENE

A Gnllup Poll reports that believers and disbeliesvers in UFOs are equally divided at 39%
each whils 29% are undecided. This compares with:35% believers against 42% dlsbeliavera
and 23% undecided in 1966.  (Credit Malbourne Herald 7th October.) ;

RAAF_CHASE UFO OVER DARLING DOWNS

An RRAF Canberra bomber chassd but failed to catch a mystery flying obJect over Norther N.S5.U.
today. The bomber was sent from Amberley Air Fortce Base when hundreds of people in Kyogle
and plong the Darling Downs reported sighting the object. Shaped like an eluminium zeppelin,
it hpvered low over touwnships and farms, Some residents observed it for more than three
heuzs. The bomber crew sighted the object and’ began ‘to chase it but failed to get near
enougn to it as it accelerated away and vanished. (Ind. Perth 31/8/69)

WHAT IS THE -PATTERN SUGGESTED BY THE FOLLOWING?

19[?/69 Omagh Road, near Kyogle - scorched circle on Mr. Bryant's property - 20ft in diamoter
sccrehad ring 1ft wide. Made Wednesday night found on 20th. 19/2/69 West of Nimben on Gool-
mancar Croek, nest discovered by children. 20/2/69 Afterles - Mr. J. O'Neill's property -
elipticel flattening of swamp reeds 30' x 12'. Fourflattened tracks led out with small hgl?
mocn depressions at end. Found 22/2/69.  20/2/69 Tuckerimbe - Mr. & Mrs. H. G. McCaughey's
propprty - 16' diameter ring completely charred. 8/4/69 Bungewalabyn - Mr. Keith Reid's
prcperty - saucer shaped ring. 18 {4469 Bungawalabyn - Mr. T. J. Heffernan's property.
Two circular depressions 6ft apart. All shoots of sacceline crop flattened were lying on *
ground #n a north-south direction. 12/5/69 Casino = Park View Road - Mr. & Mrs. Hinitt's
neightour's property. Mystery circular shaped, intensely brilliant object hovering above
groumd, with gulsating streaks or shadows making highly random movement. Raining very heavily
at time but inspection rext morning showed no burnt patches. 21/5/69 Corndale - Mr. & Mrs.
Hunter's property - oval shaped depression 20' long 15' wide, deeper around its perimeter.
Grasg neatly flattened with no evidence of burning. If members would care to obtain a map’of
this particular area and mark in the places, ar interestina pattern develops. Are the
"saugers" planting markers deep into the earth for navigational purposes? Are they following
a planned grid around the earth? UWhat are the chief products of these areas? These are
Just some of the "down-to-earth" questions which must be delved into to try and find part of
the sclution to the UFD phenomena. "

SWIMPING SAUCER OVER MELBOURNE

On Sunday night, 17th August, 1969 at 9.30 p.m. Julie McDonald was standing outside her front
gate saying good-bye to her boyfriend when her attention was caught by a light in the North-
west sky. She immediately ran inside to get her brother Carl and thev both watched an oval
shaped, orenge coloured cbjact slowly rotatiing on its axis, first clockwise and one full 360
5993998 swing, then anti-clockuwiss. This swinging movement was accomganied by flashing |
and thon flickering red light« y:ich seemed tc emminate *ro. la-ge portholes =irund the
objoct's mid-structure. It diseppeared into the north th.ce inutes later.

LIGHT BEAMS SWEEP CANE FARM

A cane farmer and two of his neighbours at Silky Oak Creek, on the Bruce Highway, 3 miles soutt
of Tylly in Queensiand saw a light hovering over the can .fields not far from one of their
housas. It was 2.30 in the morning of July 17, 1969 and reining heavily at the time Mr..
Tony Guifre reports that after about 10 minutes a bright beam like a powerful searchlight ¢
shong cut across the heavily clouded sky, the brilliance varying at times. Then another sat
of lights appeared about half a mile south of the first light, directed a beam across the
clauds where it interlocked with the first beam then both’disappeared. One later reappeared.
fir. Guifre and his neighbour, Mr. Anthony Bonnaccorso went to in.esiigate the area leaving
Mrs. Ponnaccorso in the house. When they returned she told them that a cigar-shaped ob ject
about” 30' long and 12' high had passed by the house and can field in the direction of the

SWamp . It had 12 portholes in the side and was slowly rotating. (Ref: Cairns Post.
‘K. Basterfield.)

4

UurFo ANswERS LIGHT SIGNAL

fir. Jahn Blattman a member of UFOIC and his Train Recorder, Mr. Shane Brown were standing ﬂn
the Bex landing at 8.20 p.m. on 23rd April, %969, when they saw a brilliant star-like object
approgching from the South East. They estimated it to pass above the box at 300 ft. altitude.
Its shape was not very well defined, but there wae a black rim surrounding the whole metallic,
dull’ grey object which now had pulsating red lights strung in an even line. Mr. Blattman
hald hls cigarette lighter in the air and flicked it on and off a few times. The object *»
ansuered by turning on a white light which was extinquished when it passed well over the bex
and dfsappeared into the distance in the North west. The two witnesses had been on the alert
‘or UF0s since they sighted one in August of 1968. Mr. Blattman, a former member of the RAAF
is quite sure it was not @ misinterpretation of natural phenomena.

NEWS AND FORTHCOMING EVENTS

7th Hevember Fifty members were entertained at Mrs. Lindtner's residence where Dr. Harley

Yool wes Guest Speaker. His lecture on Comets proved most interesting and he illustrated
nis tolk with slides and drawings. Many thanks to our hostess who provided warm hospitality.
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159h November - Junior members held their neeting at Mrs. Biggs' residence in Strathfield.
Mr. K. Lane, Investigating Officer of the jociety, gavr a talk in connection with UFOs and
ESP {extra-sensory perception). Mr. Mases ®yoke 0° signtings uverseas and the meeting
ended with a lively question time. Next meeting wi..' be held on Saturday, 20th February,
1970 at Mrs. Lane's residence in Fairlight at 3 p.m. A swim in planned, weather permitting.
If you will be in attendance, please ring Mrs. Lane at 949 3579.

APPEAL

Anyoﬁe who can provide storage space for various property of UFGIC, please contact Secretary
at the earliest opportunity so that arrengements may be made tc¢ have it moved to a new
location.

DR. E. HERBISON-EVANS - has formed a group in the Society to ®xperiment in filming UFOs and
would like more members to participate. The idea is to take time exposures of the night gky
so that any illuminated UFD will leave a trail on the picture. By leaving cameras out in
varigus locations he hopes to get several shots of the same UFO from different angles, and
hence triangulate it and find its course and height. All that is needad is a camera loaded
with“a high speed black and white film (eg Kodak Tri-X-Pan or Ilford HP3). This is left

on time exposure in your own garden for a few hours every night (weather permitting). It

is necessary to keep a notebook with details of the dates and times of all the photographs
taken., Anyone willing to join in these experiments will be most welcome. Please contact
the §ecretary at 55 3833 or Membership Secretary 533 3647 and they will give you details.

ELECi}ON OF OFFICERS ~ DECEMBER 2nd ADYAR HALL

The @hnual General Meeting will be held on the above date in Adyar Hall to slect office
beargrs fer 1970. Films will be shown through the evening.

UF0 KITS

Are étill available through UFOIC at S5¢ posted in Australia and 60¢ overseas. Developed
by Our committee member, Or. DO. Herbison-Evans, it is proving popular as a scientific tool
for UFO evaluation, and fits conveniently into wallet, handbag or pockst.

LIBRARY
LIBRARY

Are ;ou a member making full use of the library? UFOIC have a wide range of modern books
on UFDs which will be posted to you on application to Mr. M. Duggan our Librarian.

THE CHRISTMAS PARTY WHICH WAS TO BE HELD AT THE RESIDENCE OF MRS. L. LINDTNER on_ 20th
DECEMBER _HAS BEEN CANCELLED.

AUSTRALIAN SCENE

Queansland FSR Bureau very alert. i

A racent close encounter with an UFO was reported to Vince Mele of Nueensland FSR Bureau

by a 35-year old Tully district farmer, Louis Maule. At 8 p.m. on October 1, 1959, the
witnaess was hsaded north, driving home from South Johnstone when ke saw a black, -:ircular-
shapéd object about 60 ft in diameter and ringed with red lights, descending from the sky.
"I gat a shock'" Maule said. "It was gigantic and looked to bs slowing up". The headlights
of a.passing car momentarily obscured the witness's vision and he slowed to a stop. ‘When
I looked again it was travelling towards South Johnstone at maybe 100 mph and at a height

of abput 500 ft, then it banked and proceeded towards the clouds at very high speed. On
that 'same evening, but three miles to the north and earlier to this sighting, Mr. Vince

Mele 'of Queensland FSR Bureau had set up his mobile detector on a hill site overlooking

the surrounding area. Promptly at 8 p.m his detector a2larm sounded and it was two minutes
before the alarm re-set itself automatically - then it was gquiset for the rest of the evening.
Even though Vince Mele did not see any lights or objecte nimself, the indicent seems to
provide the first good evidence of independent visual sighting correlated uwith triggering
of the detector by an UFO.

UFDs:Bun Rings Around New_ Zealand

Tha finding of a mysterious circle of bleached manuka scrub at Ngatea in the Waikato in
Septamoer of this year launched a nation-wide discussion on UFOs, involving the Department
of Industrial Research, Professors, Horticulturists and leading UFO organisations. The
42ft rircle was found by Mr. B. G. O'Neil on his S0 acre varm and it contained three V-
shapsefd grooves in the ground, forming a pprfect triangle. The manuka was bleached dry but’
showsed no visible signs of burning. A horticultural consultant Mr. John Stuart-Menzies of
Te Pupa subjected manuka from the circle to a geiger counter test and found it to be radio-
active. Every ounce of moisture in the plants had been instantaneously vaporised and they
were pone dry and brittle. "This is most unusual in manuka which normally takes a long
time to dry out. Some kind of short wave, high frequency radiation had cooked the material
from the inside outwards,'" Mr. Stuart-Menzies said. "The effects appear to have been instapt-
aneous. The energy recsived has reduced the pith to black carbon, without the outside
showing any signs of burning." The President of the Fauranga Science Space Research Group,
Mr. H. Cooke went to Ngatea to plot the incident and at the request of Mr. Stuart-Menzies

he ran a2 geiger counter over the dead manuka. There:were signs of increased radiation
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which grew stronger in tha thicker parts of the timber. Mr. Cooke thinks ths marks were;
pausad by a heavy object making a soft landing. "I am perfectly satisfied that the marks
were: caused by a physocal object and everything fits in with overseas reports of landings: by
extra-terrestrial craft" he said. His theory was backed by another member of the group m

P. Spantlebury who also visited the scene to make detailed sketches of the area and said that
he weas satisfied that it wasn't a hoax. "Anyone who would try to create a deception would
not have gone to such lengths as making complicated mathamatical calculations which would’
have: besn necessary to pull the deception through. The craft had come in to land verticaelly
and taken off at a 45° angls. This would account for the way the manuka was burnt" he ex-
plaiped. The DSIR took samples of the manuka and the report handad to the Minister for 7
Sciepce, Mr. Teiboys, who announced that "the DSIR belisve the manuka had been killed by ths
saprophytic fungus which was living in the dead tissue. The manuka surrounding ths aree s
"stap headed" - quite typical of plants attacked by fungi. The area was drained about rin:
years ago and the manuka is undoubtedly zffected by a roo*t rot complex of organisms and tlic
The minister did not make any attempt to explain the three symmetric marks on the grnund ;:i':
in the area of the dead manuka., Prof. N. F. Barber of Victoria University (Theorstiiul :
Physics) and Dr. D. R. McQueen, senior lecturer in botany visited the site and removed so.
samples, plants and pieces of manuka. The university zoological expert Mr. R. G. Bagnell
said’'the manuka had died suddenly. '"This is evidenced by the arrested growth of its flower
buds" he said. However, after completing their investigations, Mr. Bagnell said the gro*
were made by old logs; the soil piled around the grooves were thrown there by pigs rooti!

a duck shooter had the area sprayed to improve his shooting prospects. Mr. 0'Neil disaq:
stropg - his comments "There have never been any logs anywhere near the mysterious circle s .
and I know pig rorting when I see it. There are only a few pigs in the area and they werei
resppnsibla for throwing up the soil near the grooves'. Other circles were found later at
Whltford° Kaharoa, near Rotorua (Mr. C. T. Johnson, Te Waersnga Rd.) Puketutu south of Te
Kult; (me. Charles Blackmoore) Dargaville (Mr. S. E. Wills) Takapuna - near North Shore Db—
stetrlc Hospital.

FROM. HERE AND THERE ...

In the last 15 years there has been a significant revival of scientific interest in the study
of kpown botanical drugs and the discovery of rew onss. Considerable research is being -
devoted to the ancient folk remedies, old wives' nostrums, tribal secrets, witchdoctor's gom-
pounds and native medicines which used to be scoffed at by the cocksure physicians of the '40s
and '50s. Perhaps the ancients were not the crackpots modern scienca had made them out to be.
For 3000 years Hindus have used a plant called snakeroot to cure bites from cobras, soothe
crying infants and assist in the meditation of sages and holy men. In 1952 under its scient-
ific“name of Rauwolfia Serpentina, was it discovered by western scientists to have remarkable
effects in cases of headache, insomnia, high blood pressure and even insanity. An extregt of
snakeroot called Resperpine was the first of the modern tranquilisers. Cleopatra and other
ancignt Egyptians used a succulent plant called Aloe Vera. TO-DAY it is the mest effective
treatment known for radiation burns. In 200BC Roman statesman Cato wrote "if you wish tg
drink much at a banquet, before dinner dip cabbage in vinegar and eat as much as you w111"
TU—DQY an amino acid found in cabbage juice is being used to treat alcokolism. The early
tgyptians also ate cabbage seeds to prevent intoxication. In the treatment of mental dis
turbgnces to-day, thay use the ancient plant substances of - Teonanacatl the "magic mushrpoms"
from Mexico, Fivote a cactus which the Aztecs called "divine intoxicant': the ergot fungus,
blamgd for medieval epidemics of insanity; Ayahausca, the '"soul vine of the Amazon"; Iboga,
an ordeal poison of the Congo; Cohoba, narcotic snuff of the Cerribean; 0loiiuqui, th3 legend:
ary "devil's morning glory'. :

Enzymes in the new laundry powder could be dangerous a United Nations expert seys. Prof.
Daviff Dyrssen of Sweden's Cothenburg University says the "blood and gravy gobbling organisms"
should be watched carefully. '"We are training bacteria like thoroughbreds to produre enzymes
trat stand heat better. They give us whiter shirts, but thi:s is a very active blo-chemloal
substanca and it would be wise to go carefully."

A b4-syear old addict has been admitted to a Manchester (England) hospital paralysed and
ssariqusly ill. Not drugs, not drink, not even cigarettes --- he's HOOKED on licorice! |

He ig passionately fond of Licorice, devouring large quantities every day. A doctor at the
hospital said "this is the first time we have heard of a case like this. It is quite re{
markible, and to our knowledge the first in history. Licorice is absolutely harmless if.you
DON'T EAT IT ALL DAY, but in vast quantities has an effect on the liver. This man could.have
died had he carried on in this way". i ,
Electronic computers are helping the experts in the study of the ancient Mayan cxv1llzatlun ta
to dQc1pher inscriptions on stone in the remains of Mayan cities of Mexico's Yucatan regian.
It i8 stated that the computers will take only three years to decipher the stone inscriptfions
- a task which might have taken 30 years by conventional methods.
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